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Local Area Commissions on Transportation review Connect Oregon III Projects
BAKER CITY, Ore. – Members of the North East Area Commissions on Transportation (NEACT) and the South East Area Commissions on Transportation (SEACT) will meet April 1 in Baker City to hear information regarding Connect Oregon III project proposals for the eastern Oregon region. The meeting will be held 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the OTEC Meeting Room located at 4005 23rd Street, in Baker City. All interested parties are invited to attend this meeting. Time will be set aside for public comments.
Presentations regarding the following project proposals are scheduled for the April 1 meeting:
- Port of Umatilla Intermodal Expansion Project

- Umatilla Petroleum Terminal 

- Port of Morrow Airport Improvements

- Port of Morrow T-3 Marine Improvements

- CTUIR Tribal Transit/Multi-Mobility Center 
- City of Ontario Airport Pavement Improvement

- Rail Siding Upgrades for PC Energy Biodiesel Plant in Ontario
- City of Baker City Airport Improvements
- City of Baker City Scheduled Air Service 

- UPRR Hinkle Yard Connections

- Wallowa Union Railroad Authority Rail Repair Facility
In addition to the above meeting, the following meetings will be held by the NEACT and SEACT to prioritize each of the Connect Oregon III project proposals in there areas.

SEACT Meeting (Malheur, Grant and Harney County proposals)
Date/Time: April 1, starting around 1 p.m., directly after above meeting. 
Location: OTEC Meeting Room, 4005 23rd Street in Baker City, Oregon.
NEACT Sub-committee Meeting (Morrow, Umatilla, Wallowa, Union and Baker County proposals)
Date/Time: April 5, 9 a.m. –  late afternoon (as needed).   
Location: ODOT Region 5 Headquarters, 3012 Island Avenue, La Grande, Oregon.

(A second NEACT subcommittee meeting may take place April 12 if necessary, at same time/location).
Combined SEACT / NEACT Meeting (prioritize all projects for the eastern Oregon region)
Date/Time: April 26,  9 a.m. – late afternoon (as needed). 
Location: OTEC Meeting Room, 4005 23rd Street in Baker City, Oregon.

The Connect Oregon III program will provide $100 million statewide for rail, public transit, air and marine/ports projects. Connect Oregon III was passed by the 2009 Legislature. Like the first and second versions, Connect Oregon III is a lottery bond-based initiative to improve Oregon's transportation system through multimodal investments, other than highway. 

For more information about any of the meetings identified above, please contact ODOT Region 5 Public Information Officer Tom Strandberg at (541) 963-1330, or via email at thomas.m.strandberg@odot.state.or.us . The meeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities, per the Americans with Disabilities Act. Additional accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities upon advance notice to Tom Strandberg at ODOT. 
For more information on the Connect Oregon III program and the project prioritization process please visit the ODOT Connect Oregon Website at http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/CO/.
An Area Commission on Transportation is an advisory body chartered by the Oregon Transportation Commission to help address all aspects of transportation. The North East Area Commission on Transportation is comprised of community leaders and other stakeholders from Morrow, Umatilla, Wallowa, Union and Baker Counties, as well as the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. The South East Area Commission on Transportation is comprised of community leaders and other stakeholders from Malheur, Grant and Harney counties, as well as the Burns-Paiute Tribe. More information about ACTs is available on the ODOT Web Site at  www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/act_main.shtml . 
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