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RULE SUMMARY

Disabled veteran registration plates are part of a special registration program available to qualified disabled veterans pursuant to ORS
805.100. The registration is permanent with a one-time registration fee and no renewal fees.

ORS 805.100(2) specifies who qualifies as a disabled veteran entitled to receive disabled veteran registration [emphasis]. The statute
authorizes DMV to accept a letter from the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs (VA) or a branch of the U.S. Armed Forces as proof
the person is a disabled veteran.

OAR 735-040-0030 specifies the information an applicant must submit to DMV as proof the applicant is qualified to receive disabled
veteran registration plates. Previously proof was a letter issued by the U.S. Department of VVeterans Affairs or branch of the U.S.
Armed Forces indicating the applicant meets the requirements of ORS 805.100. Because the statute requires that the veteran be
honorably discharged, DMV has only accepted letters that indicate an honorable discharge as proof of eligibility to receive disabled
veteran registration.

Recently, DMV learned from the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs that under federal law, service-related disability benefits are
only granted by the VA to veterans discharged or released under honorable conditions. USC Title 38, Part 11, §1110. Letters issued by
the VA or military branch may or may not contain specific discharge information. Therefore, DMV amended OAR 735-040-0030 to
specify that DMV will accept as proof that an applicant is qualified to receive disabled veteran registration under ORS 805.100, any
letter, including a DD214 form, issued by the VA or branch of the U.S. Armed Forces that indicates the applicant received a service-
related disability, regardless of whether the letter specifically shows an honorable discharge.
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